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Synopsis

When it comes to the history of the universe, many believe that science and faith are mutually
exclusive. But in this revised version of Origins, physics professors Loren and Deborah Haarsma
explore what God’s Word and God’s world teach us about creation, evolution, and intelligent
design.Clearly explaining the science, the authors focus on areas where Christians agree. They
also present the strengths and weaknesses of areas where Christians differ.Origins helps you
develop a deeper understanding of the origins of the universe and sort out your own views on faith
and science. Small group discussion questions follow each chapter. A companion website provides

resources for further study.
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Customer Reviews

If you have time to read just one or two books on the subject of the intersection of Christian faith and
science (particularly biological evolution), | would suggest this one, or Creation or Evolution: Do We
Have to Choose? by Denis Alexander.l understand that this book is used as a textbook at many
Christian schools. Both authors of this book are professors at Calvin College. The authors use clear,
non-confrontational language to describe the many varied positions that Christians have taken on
creation over the centuries, along with the history of each approach. For each one, they guide the
reader through an examination of his or her own beliefs and whether they are truly founded on what
the Bible teaches, or what various schools of Christian religion teach.God is active in the world and
in our lives. Sometimes He works in a miraculous way and sometimes He chooses not to. Can he

cause events to occur without breaking the laws of physics? Of course! Almost a thousand years



ago, St. Thomas Aquinas in his Summa Theologica made the distinction between God acting as a
first cause and God working through secondary causes in nature. The primary cause (of
everything!) is God. God certainly can invoke a miracle directly as a primary cause. But when God
caused the earth and waters to bring forth life in Genesis chapter 1, does the diversification of this
life into thousands of species on Earth require the miraculous, sudden appearance of each one?
Charles Darwin wrote, & ceTo my mind, it accords better with what we know of the laws impressed
on matter by the Creator, that the production and extinction of the past and present inhabitants of

the world should have been due to secondary causes.
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